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THETIS BLOSSOM-HUNT 
by Agnes Connor 

" T h i s i s a s o o p a l a l i e bush (Shepherdia canadensis). 
The I n d i a n s used the b e r r i e s t o make what we c a l l 
I n d i a n i c e — c r e a m . " T h i s was one o f t h e f i r s t b i t s o f 
i n f o r m a t i o n g i v e n t o us when Mrs. Rosamund P o j a r l e d 
us on o u r s p r i n g - f l o w e r hunt i n T h e t i s P a r k , on March 26. 
The l u s h new s p r i n g growth needed O l d S o l t o h e l p show 
i t s e l f t o us i n the f u l l n e s s o f i t s b e a u t y , b u t , i n 
s p i t e o f shade and o c c a s i o n a l d r i z z l e , e n t h u s i a s m waxed, 
a l l 17 o f us e n j o y e d a r e w a r d i n g m o r n i n g . Mrs. P o j a r , 
who t e a c h e s "Botany f o r H i k e r s and Campers" a t Camosun 
C o l l e g e , A d u l t E d u c a t i o n D i v i s i o n , has a g r e a t d e a l o f 
b o t a n i c a l knowledge w h i c h she s h a r e d w i t h u s . B e i n g a 
rank amateur i n b o t a n y , I l e a r n e d much - some o f w h i c h 
I s h a l l t r y t o pass on c o r r e c t l y , I hope. 

The t r e e s had o u r f i r s t a t t e n t i o n as we took t h e 
t r a i l t o ward t h e s u n d i a l . We l e a r n e d t h a t t h e D o u g l a s -
f i r i s n o t a t r u e f i r because i t s cones hang down 
i n s t e a d o f p o i n t i n g up as on t h e t r u e f i r s ; a l s o t h a t i t 
i s f i r e - r e s i s t a n t , a q u a l i t y owned a l s o by a r b u t u s and 
G a r r y oak. We l e a r n e d t h a t t h e Grand f i r i s d i f f e r e n t 
f r o m o t h e r s i n h a v i n g u n e v e n - l e n g t h n e e d l e s ; t h a t the 
h o l l y i s n o t n a t i v e and tends t o s p r e a d r a p i d l y , so 
needs c u r b i n g . 

COVER: 
ONE OF THE ORB-WEAVING SPIDERS, ARANEA TBIFOLIUM 

By BERTHA MCHAFFIE-GOW 



I l l 

We admired t h e b e a u t i f u l l i c h e n s w h i c h were 
e x t e n d i n g t e n d r i l s t o the f u l l e s t - t h e y l i k e d t h e 
m o i s t u r e i n the a i r and were busy s o a k i n g i t up, 
a l l t h e w h i l e l o o k i n g r a t h e r l i k e s i l v e r - g r a y baby 
o c t o p i . We were t o l d t hey do n o t harm t h e t r e e s as 
t h e i r n o u r i s h m e n t i s t a k e n from t h e a i r . 

The I n d i a n plum, o r o s o b e r r y , was h a n g i n g i t s 
upside-down cones o f w h i t e b l o s s o m s , some s t a m i n a t e , 
o t h e r s p i s t i l l a t e . The f r u i t i s n o t o f t e n seen i n 
i t s r i p e p u r p l e because the b i r d s e a t i t b e f o r e 
m a t u r i t y . 

The r e d a l d e r s b o re c a t k i n s . On the ground, 
Mrs. P o j a r found b r o k e n b r a n c h e s o f i t showing 
b r i l l i a n t o r a n g e - r e d c o l o u r . She t o l d us the I n d i a n s 
o b t a i n e d t h e i r r e d dye from i t . 

We l e a r n e d to d i s t i n g u i s h the two v a r i e t i e s 
of Oregon grape - the s h o r t one has two s h a r p l y 
v i s i b l e v e i n s , one on each s i d e of the m i d - r i b ; 
the t a l l v a r i e t y does n o t show t h e s e . 

On the f o r e s t f l o o r were l i c o r i c e f e r n , sword-
f e r n , g o l d - b a c k e d f e r n , and many mosses. One moss, 
the name o f w h i c h e l u d e s me, showed the male as a 
f l o w e r - s h a p e d t u f t . To me the most a t t r a c t i v e was 
the s t e p p e moss w i t h i t s l u s h growth o f s l i g h t l y -
b r o w n i s h plumes an i n c h o r more i n l e n g t h . 

The f l o w e r s t h a t we found as we c l i m b e d the 
h i l l i n c l u d e d s h o o t i n g s t a r s , s p r i n g g o l d , E a s t e r 
l i l i e s ( d o g - t o o t h v i o l e t s ) , b e a u t i f u l c e r i s e - c o l o u r e d 
s a t i n - f l o w e r s , clumps o f e a r l y s a x i f r a g e , t i n y 
geranium p h i l a r e a , wee b l u e c o l l i n s i a , m o n t i a ( b l u e -
eyed M a r y ? ) . There was a l s o m e s c a n e l l a o r e g a n a , a 
t i n y w h i t e poppy - one needed t h e m a g n i f y i n g g l a s s 
to see the p o p p y - l i k e s t r u c t u r e . 

O t h e r f l o w e r s were s e a - b l u s h , b u t t e r c u p , f r i n g e -
cup. N e a r e r the s u n d i a l we found f a l s e box i n bloom, 
i t s f o u r - p e t a l l e d , maroon-red f l o w e r s c o n t r a s t i n g 
w i t h g l o s s y green f o l i a g e . L i t t l e f l i e s were bu s y 
p o l l i n a t i n g them. 
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We had seen s e v e r a l s m a l l p a t c h e s o f t h e t w o - i n c h 
h i g h w h i t l o w - g r a s s , b u t n e a r t h e top o f t h e h i l l i t 
was m i n g l e d w i t h a t a l l e r v a r i e t y o f t h e same s p e c i e s . 
When t e s t e d , the l a t t e r t a s t e d l i k e c r e s s . 

On the s i d e o f a l o g , we found " B r i t i s h S o l d i e r s " 
- l i c h e n s ( c l o d o n i a ) s t a n d i n g o u t h o r i z o n t a l l y f r o m 
the l o g and s p o r t i n g r e d " b u s b i e s " . F a r t h e r a l o n g 
on the r o c k s we f o u n d w h i t e " p a r a s o l s " one t o two-
i n c h e s h i g h . To me they l o o k e d l i k e e s p e c i a l l y 
b e a u t i f u l w h i t e f u n g i , b u t we were t o l d t h e y were 
f r u i t i n g s t r u c t u r e s o f a b a s i d i o l i c h e n . 

On o u r way back on t h e o t h e r s i d e of t h e l a k e 
we found r e d h u c k l e b e r r y bushes decked w i t h b e a u t i f u l 
t i n y r e d l e a f - b u d s . The s t r i k i n g m a g e n t a - c o l o u r e d 
blossoms of s a l m o n b e r r y m i n g l e d w i t h the remains o f 
o c e a n - s p r a y t o p s from l a s t y e a r . The n i n e b a r k was 
not y e t l e a f i n g . We saw p r o m i s e o f f u t u r e d e l i g h t s 
i n t h e buds of f a i r y s l i p p e r and r e i n o r c h i d . 

I n the w a t e r , n e a r the b r i d g e , we saw w a t e r 
p a r s n i p and on t h e b a n k s , t h e snowy b e a u t y o f t r i l l i u m s 
a g a i n s t t h e i r t h r e e - l e a v e d d a r k g r e e n b a c k g r o u n d . 
A l o n g the edges o f the l a k e t h e g o l d e n - y e l l o w glow 
of the y e l l o w arum l i l y (skunk c a b b a g e ) . 

An added bonus f o r cooks was the i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t 
an e q u a l m i x t u r e o f s a l a l and Oregon grape b e r r i e s 
g i v e s a d e l i c i o u s p r o d u c t when used f o r j e l l y - m a k i n g . 

I t was a m o r n i n g t o remember f o r a l l , t h a n k s t o 
Mrs. P o j a r and Mother N a t u r e , so b o u n t i f u l i n o u r 
a r e a . 

NATURE "ON THE ROCKS" 
by J.L. Rimmington 

We were c o n d u c t e d on t h i s t r i p by Dr. R.A. Brown 
who, t o p u t i t m i l d l y , d i d some e x c e p t i o n a l l y f i n e 
g u i d i n g . 

Our f i r s t s t o p was H o l l a n d P o i n t n e a r the duck 
pond on D a l l a s Road. Dr. Brown p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h i s 
s o u t h e r n p a r t o f Vancouver I s l a n d has had a t u r b u l e n t 
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p a s t . About 200 m i l l i o n y e a r s ago, i n the T r i a s i c 
E r a , a l a r g e p a r t was f l o o d e d w i t h b a s a l t l a v a l i k e 
H a w a i i today. As the l a v a m e l t e d i t s way f r o m below, 
i t took chunks o f the o v e r l y i n g r o c k s w i t h i t . 
Subsequent f l o w s from the same s u b t e r r a n e a n b a s i n , 
b u t somewhat changed i n c h a r a c t e r , then m e l t e d t h e i r 
way t h r o u g h t h e s o l i d i f i e d l a v a and r e p e a t e d the 
p e r f o r m a n c e , but one can t e l l by i t s l i g h t e r c o l o u r 
the new l a v a from the e a r l i e r b l a c k b a s a l t . T h i s i s 
why they a r e r e f e r r e d to g e n e r a l l y as the Vancouver 
V o l c a n i c s . L a s t phase of a l l , a b u r s t o f v e r y l i q u i d 
l a v a , f o r c e d i t s way upwards and f i l l e d and expanded 
the e x i s t i n g c r a c k s . 

Then Dr. Brown l e d us to Cordova Bay t o see more 
o f h i s " p e t r o c k s " , p a s s i n g the o l d e s t r o c k s exposed 
i n t h e a r e a a t the Quadra o v e r p a s s . Space f o r b i d s 
d e s c r i b i n g the i n t e r e s t i n g i t e m s Dr. Brown i n d i c a t e d . 
My i n t e r e s t was c a p t u r e d by a b i g chunk o f l i m e s t o n e 
as b i g as a c o t t a g e w h i c h had been e n g u l f e d by t h e 
r i s i n g l a v a . I t i s t h e o n l y p i e c e o f i t s k i n d around 
t h a t a r e a , a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e beds hundreds o f f e e t 
t h i c k n o t too f a r away. Where d i d the r e s t o f the 
l i m e s t o n e go? 

Our n e x t s t o p was a l a r g e g r a v e l p i t nearby. 
The g r a v e l , s c r a p e d and c a r r i e d southwards by g l a c i e r s 
from many m i l e s away to the n o r t h , was s p r e a d out on 
the sea f l o o r by the outwash streams r u s h i n g f r o m the 
f r o n t of t h e m e l t i n g g l a c i e r . E x p e r t s e s t i m a t e the 
g r a v e l s a r e c o n s i d e r a b l y o l d e r than t h o s e a t the 
Colwood p i t . As the r i v e r s weakened, o n l y sand was 
c a r r i e d so we have beds o f sand a t the t o p . 

Dr. Brown j o k i n g l y e x p l a i n e d t h a t the o l d -
f a s h i o n e d " a t t a c k s o f the g r a v e l " were of p h y s i o 
l o g i c a l and n o t p h y s i o g r a p h i c a l o r i g i n . 

Around noon, we had l u n c h and took o u r d r i n k s 
"on the r o c k s " a t the top of John Deane P a r k . The 
r o c k s o f t h e P a r k a r e g r a n i t i c and i t a p p e a r s t h a t 
t h i s p a r t i c u l a r l a v a s t a y e d below the s u r f a c e i n a 
huge p o o l and c o o l e d t h e r e . Subsequent u p h e a v a l and 
e r o s i o n has l e f t the h a r d e r r o c k of the P a r k s t i c k i n g 
up l i k e a b o i l o v e r the n e i g h b o u r i n g d i s t r i c t . 
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I n s p i t e o f the b l u s t e r y r a i n - s p a t t e r e d w e a t h e r , 
the p a r t y k e p t on and made v i s i t s t o Land's End and 
Moses P o i n t where e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f r o c k s 
were exposed a l o n g the beach, c o n s i s t i n g n o t of 
v o l c a n i c r o c k s b u t c o n s o l i d a t e d marine s e d i m e n t s o f 
seams o f s a n d s , s h a l e , c o n g l o m e r a t e , and even t h i n 
seams o f c o a l . The beds have been t i p p e d t o p s y t u r v y 
by subsequent e a r t h movements and a r e now n e a r l y 
v e r t i c a l . C o n d i t i o n s must have v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y 
o v e r the m i l l i o n s o f y e a r s t h e s e s e d i m e n t s o f t h e 
"Nanaimo Group" were l a i d down. They were the y o u n g e s t 
r o c k s we saw, b e i n g about the same age as " t h e w h i t e 
c l i f f s o f Dover". 

A v i g o r o u s s e a r c h a l o n g t h e beach r e v e a l e d many 
s h e l l s o f c l a m s , m u s s e l s , o y s t e r s and l i m p e t s washed 
by t h e t i d e , b u t a t h r i l l was f i n d i n g some f i n e 
specimens o f f o s s i l clams ( l a m e l l i b r a n c h s ) i n some 
o f t h e f i s s i l e s a n d s t o n e , b u t about 150 m i l l i o n y e a r s 
too o l d t o s e r v e any c u l i n a r y p u r p o s e . 

A SPECIAL BIRD 
by Ruth Dickson 

Cowichan Bay was the a r e a chosen f o r an o r n i 
t h o l o g y o u t i n g March 19 w i t h Ron S a t t e r f i e l d as t h e 
l e a d e r . We d i s c o v e r e d t h a t one h o u r s h o u l d be a l l o w e d 
f o r t h e d r i v e f r o m V i c t o r i a . More than 20 p e o p l e 
g a t h e r e d a t the R o b e r t S e r v i c e M e m o r i a l , where t h e r e 
i s adequate p a r k i n g space. 

W a l k i n g back a l o n g the r o a d f r o m the M e m o r i a l 
we f o l l o w e d a p a t h b e s i d e a f i e l d . I n t h e d i s t a n c e 
Ron p o i n t e d o u t Trumpeter Swans. He had h e a r d them 
e a r l i e r i n the day, a l t h o u g h t h e y d i d n o t p e r f o r m f o r 
us. Green-winged T e a l appeared and o f f on a hummock, 
we saw a p a i r of Canada Geese a p p a r e n t l y s e a r c h i n g 
f o r a n e s t i n g s i t e . En r o u t e back to the c a r s , we 
saw f l i c k e r s and Brewer's B l a c k b i r d s . 

We t h e n t r a v e l l e d about a m i l e back a l o n g the 
r o a d t o a wharf and l o g boom, where our l e a d e r hoped 
to s u r p r i s e us w i t h a r a r e b i r d . Soon we were 
d e l i g h t e d to v i e w a Y e l l o w - b i l l e d Loon, c l e a r l y 
v i s i b l e beyond the p i l i n g s b u t k e e p i n g a t a d i s c r e e t 
d i s t a n c e . Common Loons and R e d - t h r o a t e d Loons were 
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a l s o i n e v i d e n c e . S e v e r a l k i n g f i s h e r s c r i e d g r e e t i n g s 
to us f r o m p e o p l e - w a t c h i n g p o s t s nearby. A number o f 
Common M e r g a n s e r s , B u f f l e h e a d s , G o l d e n e y e s , and 
D o u b l e - c r e s t e d Cormorants s h a r e d t h i s s p o t , and a l l 
f o u r grebes were seen - Red-necked, E a r e d , Horned, 
and Western. 

W e l l s a t i s f i e d w i t h o u r b i r d s so f a r , we a g a i n 
took t o the c a r s and drove t o the lumber r o a d l e a d i n g 
to the C.N. l o a d i n g d o c k s . There we f o u n d Canada 
Geese, b e a u t i f u l P i n t a i l s , busy S h o v e l e r s , many c o o t s 
and L e s s e r Scaup. S h o r t - e a r e d Owls were f l y i n g about 
near the d i k e s so we w a l k e d a l o n g the r i d g e t r y i n g t o 
o b t a i n a c l o s e r v i e w of them. We were n o t s u c c e s s f u l 
but d e c i d e d i t was a " t h r i l l " t o see owls a t a l l . 
Lunch was e n j o y e d n e a r the d i k e s and we saw a B a l d 
E a g l e d u r i n g the b r e a k . 

Amongst the s h r u b s and t r e e s near t h i s a r e a were 
Song Sparrows, c h i c k a d e e s , j u n c o s , more f l i c k e r s , 
P u r p l e F i n c h e s , and one V a r i e d T h r u s h . 

Two V i o l e t - g r e e n Swallows and one Tree Swallow mad 
t h e i r appearance. B e w ick's W i n t e r Wrens were seen and 
h e a r d , and the Red-Winged B l a c k b i r d as w e l l as the 
B r e w e r ' s . The o n l y s h o r e b i r d s n o t e d were h e r o n and a 
K i l l - d e e r . 

P r o c e e d i n g t o the H o l d i n g Ponds, we found a Green-
winged T e a l , one Ruddy Duck, f o u r Wood Ducks, scaup, 
c o o t and s h o v e l e r s . A dead K i t t i w a k e , p i c k e d up as we 
l e f t the Ponds, w i l l be t a k e n to the P r o v i n c i a l Museum. 

A t Lake Somenos, our l a s t s t o p , we found W h i s t l i n g 
Swans, t h r e e Mute Swans, 20-30 Ri n g - n e c k e d Ducks, h e r o n 
Common Mer g a n s e r s , Canada Geese, P i n t a i l s , B u f f l e h e a d s , 
and one immature Trumpeter who appeared t o be making 
h i s way towards town on h i s own. 

Ron S a t t e r f i e l d gave us a most i n t e r e s t i n g day, 
w h i c h we a l l e n j o y e d immensely. We a r r i v e d home about 
f o u r o ' c l o c k , p l e a s a n t l y t i r e d and happy. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BY-LAWS 
by Erie Counsell 

I n the p a s t few y e a r s , the r u n n i n g o f the S o c i e t y 
has become a r e a l l y b i g j o b . T h i s i s the r e s u l t o f 
s e v e r a l f a c t o r s . The S o c i e t y has grown and now has a 
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membership o f w e l l o v e r 500. T h i s i n c r e a s e i s , o f 
c o u r s e , v e r y g r a t i f y i n g , b u t i t adds to t h e a d m i n i s 
t r a t i v e w o r k - l o a d and i t demands t h a t we c o n t i n u e t o 
improve and expand o u r programmes, so as t o r e t a i n 
the i n t e r e s t o f o u r p r e s e n t members and keep on 
a t t r a c t i n g new ones. The N e h r i n g i n h e r i t a n c e has 
been an i n e s t i m a b l e boon to the S o c i e t y ; b u t Mr. 
N e h r i n g ' s g e n e r o s i t y demands o f us t h a t we i n v e s t the 
funds he gave us w i s e l y and p r o f i t a b l y , manage them 
e f f i c i e n t l y , and use them i n the b e s t way t o promote 
the o b j e c t s of t h e S o c i e t y , as d e f i n e d i n the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n . T h i s r e q u i r e s c l o s e a t t e n t i o n on the 
p a r t o f y o u r O f f i c e r s and D i r e c t o r s , and i n v o l v e s , 
among o t h e r t h i n g s , the c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f 
p l e a s f o r h e l p from o t h e r n a t u r e s o c i e t i e s . F i n a l l y , 
the g r e a t e r p u b l i c i n t e r e s t i n n a t u r e and the 
e n v i r o n m e n t and t h e s p r e a d of movements to save w i l d 
l i f e , s u c h as t h e whale and t h e p e r e g r i n e f a l c o n , o r 
e n v i r o n m e n t s , such as Panama F l a t s and Q u i c k ' s Bottom, 
are r e s u l t i n g i n a s p a t e of p r o t e s t m e e t i n g s , a t 
w h i c h i t i s d e s i r a b l e t h a t the S o c i e t y s h o u l d be 
r e p r e s e n t e d by a spokesman, i f p o s s i b l e . 

To s p r e a d t h e w o r k - l o a d of a d m i n i s t e r i n g the 
S o c i e t y ' s a f f a i r s and so l i g h t e n the b u r d e n , y o u r 
D i r e c t o r s f e e l t h a t i t would make i t e a s i e r f o r them, 
i f t h e i r number were i n c r e a s e d f r o m 10 t o 12, and i f 
they had t h e power to a p p o i n t from t h e i r own number 
a d d i t i o n a l o f f i c e r s , such a s , f o r example, a Second 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t o r a C o r r e s p o n d i n g S e c r e t a r y . A c c o r d 
i n g l y , an E x t r a o r d i n a r y R e s o l u t i o n w i l l be p r e s e n t e d 
to the members a t the A n n u a l G e n e r a l M e e t i n g on 
Tuesday May 31, to amend A r t i c l e 2.03 o f the By-Laws 
of t h e S o c i e t y as f o l l o w s : 

1. A t the end o f S u b - S e c t i o n (a) change "and 
f i v e o t h e r D i r e c t o r s " t o "and s e v e n o t h e r 
D i r e c t o r s " . 

2. Add new S u b - S e c t i o n ( d ) : 
"The Board of D i r e c t o r s may a p p o i n t from 
t h e i r own number a d d i t i o n a l O f f i c e r s , 
who s h a l l n o t be members o f the E x e c u t i v e , 
as d e f i n e d i n A r t i c l e 2.02." 
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K I D S C O U N T R Y 

THE WEST COAST TRAIL 
(conc lus ion ) 

by Brenda C u r r a n 

An h o u r - a n d - a - h a l f and 4 m i l e s l a t e r , we f o u n d 
our camping s p o t a t H i t c h i e Creek. Nancy had s t r o n g 
arms and had no t r o u b l e p a d d l i n g h e r e , b u t she was 
s t i l l v e r y s i c k . T h i s was a n i c e p l a c e w i t h l o t s o f 
t e n t room. A few o f us e x p l o r e d a b i t o f the c r e e k 
and C i n d y and I t r i e d t o go swimming i n the Lake. 
A f t e r d u n k i n g i n the i c y w a t e r , we g o t o u t . 

The n e x t day was o u r l a s t and we had a l o t t o do 
We b r o k e camp a t 7:00 and canoed the r e s t o f t h e Lake 
to a swampy t r a i l w h i c h we would have to c a r r y o u r 
packs a c r o s s . We d i d n ' t t i e our packs i n the canoes 
a t the c r e e k i n case t h e y o v e r t u r n e d , w h i c h was v e r y 
l i k e l y . 

Nancy s t a y e d a t N i t i n a t Lake, where the t r a i l 
ended because she wasn't w e l l enough t o do the l i n i n g 
On our r e t u r n , i t c o n t i n u e d r a i n i n g . The l i n i n g was 
tough b u t a t l e a s t t h e r a i n d i d n ' t b o t h e r us (we were 
g e t t i n g i n and out o f the i c y w a t e r c o n t i n u o u s l y 
anyway). S i n c e I was the s h o r t e s t p e r s o n i n our 
group, I was up to my neck i n the r a p i d s i n some 
p l a c e s . 

By the time we r e a c h e d N i t i n a t Lake two and a 
h a l f h o urs l a t e r , we were a l l soaked and c o l d . The 
l a s t p a r t of our t r i p was t o s i m p l y p a d d l e t h r e e 
m i l e s t o Knobb P o i n t where t h e o t h e r group had d r i v e n 
the p r e v i o u s n i g h t . N i t i n a t i s a 3 0 - m i l e l o n g s a l t 
w a t e r l a k e . I n i t we saw s t a r f i s h and a h a r b o u r 
s e a l . 

When we f i n a l l y a r r i v e d a t the o t h e r s ' camping 
p l a c e , they gave us "canoe r e l i e f " w h i l e we r e s t e d 
and drank t h e i r h o t orange j u i c e . We were g o i n g home 
now. By the t i m e we a r r i v e d a t s c h o o l , the Grade 10' 
G r a d u a t i o n D i n n e r had a l r e a d y begun. Our West Coast 
grads l o o k e d g r e a t . 
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BIRD REPORTS 

by M i c h a e l G. Shepard 

Few b i r d s i g h t i n g s f o r the V i c t o r i a a r e a were 
r e c e i v e d f o r month of March. I t appears t h a t 
m i g r a n t s were g e n e r a l l y on s c h e d u l e , w i t h Y e l l o w -
rumped W a r b l e r s and Turkey V u l t u r e s r e p o r t e d mid-
month a t s e v e r a l Vancouver I s l a n d l o c a l i t i e s and 
n o r t h to C o r t e s I s l a n d . 

Huge c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of s e a ducks g a t h e r e d a t 
h e r r i n g spawning a r e a s . On March 25, a P r o v i n c i a l 
Museum crew censused Ganges H a r b o u r , the v i c i n i t y 
o f Dodd Narrows, and Nanoose Bay, t a l l y i n g 6200 
Weste r n Grebes, 9600 G r e a t e r Scaup, 1600 Oldsquaw, 
800 W h ite-winged S c o t e r s , and 8200 S u r f S c o t e r s . 
Perhaps a f i e l d t r i p c o u l d be a r r a n g e d n e x t y e a r 
to v i s i t some o f t h e s e p l a c e s . 

P l e a s e send any o b s e r v a t i o n s f o r A p r i l t o J u l y 
t o me a t the B i r d s and Mammals D i v i s i o n , B.C. 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum, V i c t o r i a , V8V 1X4 by August 7, 
1977. 

Good b i r d i n g t h i s summer! 

SUMMER TRIPS - THE DETAILS 

The summer programme, on the f o l l o w i n g pages, 
g i v e s the b a r e e s s e n t i a l s o f t h e S o c i e t y ' s summer 
a c t i v i t i e s t h i s y e a r ; what f o l l o w s h e r e a r e the 
d e t a i l s y o u ' l l need to know t o g e t i n on some o f 
the more a m b i t i o u s o u t i n g s . 
MIRACLE BEACH (MAY 13-15) 
- a two-day camp-out f o r t h o s e w i t h a camping b e n t ; 
f o r t h o s e who p r e f e r more s u b s t a n t i a l accommodation, 
s e v e r a l m o t e l s a r e a v a i l a b l e i n t h e a r e a — among 
them: 
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O y s t e r R i v e r R e s o u r t , 
R.R. 1, Campbell R i v e r , 
V9W 3S4 (337-5170) 
S a r a t o g a Beach & T r a i l e r P a r k , 
R.R. 1, Campbell R i v e r , 
V9W 3S4 (337-5511) 
M i r a c l e Beach R e s o r t , 
R.R. 1, B l a c k Creek, 
VOR ICO (337-5171) 
The B r e a k e r s R e s o r t , 
S a r a t o g a Beach, 
R.R. 1, Campbell R i v e r , 
V9W 3S4 (337-5411) 
P a c i f i c P l a y g r o u n d L t d . , 
S a r a t o g a Beach, 
R.R. 1, Campbell R i v e r , 
V9W 3S4 (337-5600) 
and many o t h e r s . 

T h i s o u t i n g w i l l f e a t u r e b i r d i n g , b o t a n i z i n g , 
beach-combing, and p o s s i b l y even a l i t t l e o w l - c a l l i n g ; 
t h e r e ' l l be something f o r e v e r y b o d y . F o r more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , c a l l A l f P o r c h e r (477-7777). 

BOTANICAL BEACH (JUNE 4-5) 
W h i l e t h i s i s p l a n n e d as a two-day o u t i n g , arrangements 
have been made so t h a t t h o s e w i s h i n g t o t a k e p a r t on 
o n l y one day can do so by m e e t i n g a t the Government 
Wharf a t P o r t Renfrew a t the t i m e p r e s c r i b e d f o r t h e 
day they p l a n t o a t t e n d . I t i s about a 3-hour d r i v e 
from V i c t o r i a to P o r t Renfrew. 
Camping f a c i l i t i e s a r e a v a i l a b l e a t F a i r y L ake (B.C. 
F o r e s t P r o d u c t s ) and two m o t e l s a r e l i s t e d f o r P o r t 
Renfrew: 

Renfrew Beach M o t e l 
P o r t Renfrew, 
VOS 1K0 (647-5437) 
E l l i o t t ' s C a b i n s 
a d d r e s s as above 

(647-5405) 
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B r i n g the whole family'. 
Fo r more i n f o r m a t i o n , phone A l e x Peden ( o f f i c e : 387-6515; 
r e s i d e n c e : 652-3598). 

HURRICANE RIDGE (JULY 17) 
T h i s t r i p i s p l a n n e d t o see t h e s p r i n g f l o w e r s , b u t 
b i r d s and mammals w i l l be an added bonus. B r e a k f a s t 
w i l l be a v a i l a b l e on t h e f e r r y and some f o o d s e r v i c e 
i s a v a i l a b l e a t the R i d g e , b u t i t would be w i s e t o 
t a k e a l o n g a l u n c h . 

A 45-passenger bus i s b e i n g l a i d - o n and t h e c o s t 
( i n c l u d i n g t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and f e r r y f a r e ) w i l l be 
about $14.00 p e r p e r s o n . R e s e r v a t i o n s a r e r e q u i r e d 
and s h o u l d be made by June 30. T i c k e t s s h o u l d a l s o 
be p u r c h a s e d by t h a t d a t e . Phone one of t h e f o l l o w i n g 
to make y o u r arrangements: 

Up to June 8 - B e r t h a Gow (595-5529) 
A f t e r June 8 - e i t h e r V e r a Guernsey (598-4968) 

o r D o r o t h y McCann (592-1992) 

S U M M E R P R O G R A M M E 

SUN. MAY 1 ORNITHOLOGY - SPECTACLE LAKE FOR 
MIGRANTS. B r i n g l u n c h . Meet 
M a y f a i r Lanes P a r k i n g L o t , 7:30 a.m. 
or a t S p e c t a c l e Lake a t 8:00 a.m. 
L e a d e r : Tim Murphy (385-5357). 

SAT. MAY 7 MARINE BIOLOGY - WHIFFEN SPIT. 
Meet M a y f a i r L a n e s , 9:30 a.m. o r 
W h i f f e n S p i t 10:30 a.m. B r i n g l u n c h . 
L e a d e r : A l e x Peden (0-387-6515), 
(R-652-3598). 

SUN. MAY 8 BOTANY - COWICHAN LAKE 
Meet M a y f a i r L a n e s , 8:30 a.m. o r 
Honeymoon Bay, W i l d f l o w e r R e s e r v e , 
10:00 a.m. B r i n g l u n c h . 
L e a d e r : Nancy T u r n e r (384-5568). 
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FRI. , SAT.  
& SUN. 
MAY 13-15 

A FAMILY AFFAIR - MIRACLE BEACH 
Meet a t M i r a c l e Beach N a t u r e House, 
9:00 p.m., F r i d a y May 13, o r 9:00 a.m. 
S a t u r d a y , May 14. 
Le a d e r : A l f P o r c h e r (477-7777). See 
page p. 118 & 119 f o r more d e t a i l s . 

SAT. MAY 28 

TUES. MAY 31 

WED. JUNE 1 

SAT. & SUN. 
JUNE 4 & 5 

SAT. JUNE 11 

SAT. JUNE 25 

ENTOMOLOGY - UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA 
Meet a t Cunningham B u i l d i n g ( B i o l o g y ) 
a t 9:00 a.m. S h o r t f i e l d t r i p f o l l o w e d 
by l a b s e s s i o n , e n d i n g a t 1:00 p.m. 
Leader: Dr. R. A. R i n g (0-477-6911, 
L o c a l . 4741) (R-656-2246). 

- NEWCOMBE 
A b u s i n e s s 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
AUDITORIUM - 8:00 P.M. 
me e t i n g f o l l o w e d by a s o c i a l h o u r 
and r e f r e s h m e n t s . 

INSECTS AND TREE DISEASES - FRANCIS 
PARK. Meet M a y f a i r L a n e s , 1:00 p.m. 
or F r a n c i s P a r k , 1:30 p.m. T r i p w i l l 
t a k e a bout 2 h o u r s . 
L e a d e r : C o l i n Wood (0-388-3811, l o c . 215) 
(R-385-5313). 
A FAMILY AFFAIR - BOTANICAL BEACH 
Meet a t Government Wharf, P o r t Renfrew 
a t 7:30 a.m., S a t u r d a y June 4, o r 
8:30 a.m., Sunday June 5. 
Lead e r : A l e x Peden (0-387-6515) 
(R-652-3598). See p. 119 f o r more 
d e t a i l s . 

ORNITHOLOGY - SIDNEY ISLAND - Leave 
S i d n e y Wharf, 9:00 a.m. r e t u r n i n g 
about 3:00 p.m. B r i n g l u n c h . C o s t 
about $4.00 p e r p e r s o n . Phone Tim 
Murphy f o r r e s e r v a t i o n s (385-5357). 
BOTANY - ISLAND VIEW BEACH - Meet 
M a y f a i r Lanes, 9:30 a.m. o r I s l a n d 
View Beach, 10:00 a.m. B r i n g l u n c h . 
L e a d e r : T e r e s e Todd (479-2816). 

SUN. JULY 10 BOTANY - FRANCIS PARK - Meet M a y f a i r 
Lanes, 9:30 a.m. o r F r a n c i s P a r k , 
10:00 a.m. B r i n g l u n c h . 
L e a d e r : J e a n M c l n n e s . 

SUN. JULY 17 A FAMILY AFFAIR - HURRICANE RIDGE -
f o r f l o w e r s and b i r d s . Meet a t 
Government Employees P a r k i n g L o t e a s t 
of the E x e c u t i v e House a t 5:00 a.m. f o r 
the 6:00 a.m. f e r r y t o P o r t A n g e l e s . 
R e t u r n i n g by f e r r y a t 5:15 p.m. 
Lead e r : C. A. T r o t t e r (477-4365). See 
page 120 f o r more d e t a i l s . 

SAT. AUG. 6 ORNITHOLOGY - COWICHAN BAY. Meet a t 
M a y f a i r L a n e s , 8:00 a.m. o r a t R o b e r t 
S e r v i c e M e m o r i a l a t Cowichan Bay, a t 
9:00 a.m. B r i n g l u n c h . 
L e a d e r : Tim Murphy (385-5357). 

SAT. AUG.20 FUNGI - GOLDSTREAM CAMPGROUND. Meet 
M a y f a i r Lanes, 9:30 a.m. o r G o l d s t r e a m 
Campground, 10:00 a.m. B r i n g l u n c h . 
L e a d e r : Dr. A l Funk (0-388-3811, 
l o c . 155) (R-479-6546). 

SUN. AUG. 28 ORNITHOLOGY - WITTY 1S LAGOON. Meet 
M a y f a i r L a n e s , 9:00 a.m. o r th e new 
p a r k i n g l o t a t W i t t y 1 s (on M e t c h o s i n 
Road o p p o s i t e the c l u b h o u s e of t h e 
Metchos i n G o l f C o u r s e ) , a t 9:30 a.m. 
B r i n g l u n c h . 

JUNIORS AND INTERMEDIATES 

SAT. MAY 7 FRANCIS PARK. Meet M a y f a i r Lanes, 1:30. 
D r i v e r : Dr. Hambleton. 

FRI. , SAT. & SUN., MAY 13 & 15 & SAT. & SUN. JUNE 4 & 5 -
(See A d u l t Programme) 
SAT. JULY 9 JORDAN MEADOWS & KOKSILAH RIVER - B r i n g 

l u n c h , and swim s u i t s . Leave M a y f a i r 
Lanes, 10:00 a.m. 

SUN. JULY 17 (See A d u l t Programme) 

SAT. AUG. 6 EAST SOOKE PARK - A FAMILY PICNIC and 
NATURE HIKE. B r i n g l u n c h . Meet 
M a y f a i r L a n e s , 10:00 a.m. 

Watch f o r Future Announcements of  
An Archaeology F i e l d T r i p f o r Intermediates and  

A Two-Day Camp-out f o r Jun io r s 


